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THE 


CIRCULAR LETTER. 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE ASSOCIATION, 
Assembled at 


“ | 


ON Oru 10TH OF JUNE, 


| 
| 

| 


Dear Brethren, 


‘Tue last minute in the last year’s letter reads thus— 
“in the present unsettled state of the churches it is 
thought desirable to omit the Circular Letter for the next 
year.” The reason why this resolution has not been kept 

as follows: some considerable changes have been made 
inthe Association, of which it is right that the Churches 

should be at once informed. Itis necessary, therefore, 


to print the Minutes of the Meetings held at Kettering in. 


Whitsun-week ; and, in compliance with the request of 
the Ministers and Messengers then assembled, a short 
history of the Association is prefixed. That history is 
designed to explain, in as narrow a compass as possible, 
the origin of the Association: the purpose for which it 
was formed: and some of its results. 

LL 

the of October, 1764, six ministers, pastors 
a eburches at Sutton in the Elms, Arnsby, Foxton, 
Walgrave, Olney, and Kettering; and whose names were 


Hall, Evans, Deacon, Walker, and Brown, 


met at Kettering, and formed the plan of the Association. 
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Il. Zhe design of the Association. : 

At the preliminary meeting in October, 1764, some 
articles were drawn up. They were, doubtless, explana- 
tory of the plan and design of the Association ; and they 
were sent, together with a persuasive letter, to the neigh- 
bouring churches. In the minutes (or breviates as they 
are called) of the year 1779, there is recorded a resolu- 
tion to print these articles. The writer has not been able 
to procure a copy of them, and knows not if that resolu- 
tion were fulfilled. 

The end which the founders of the Association had in 
view when they formed it, is no where very distinctly 
stated in the Circular Letters ; all of which the compiler 
of these details has, through the kindness of several 
friends, been fortunate enough to obtain. The leading 
resolution (see the Letter for 1812) passed at the prelim- 


nary meeting was as follows : Resolved, Zhat an Annual 


Association of the Particular Baptist Ministers and 
Churches in the adjacent counties should be formed on the 
principles of Christani/ly. From the general terms em- 
ployed, it would seem probable that our forefathers had 
no very definite purpose in view, beyond that of friendly 
and christian intercourse; and from the minutes* of the 


* We extract the minutes of the first two letters. 1766. ‘‘ On Tuesday 
evening we met for prayer and conference ; and also read the letters from 
the churches. Wednesday morning, we met again for prayer and conference. 
The public meeting began about ten o'clock. Wednesday evening, also 
spent in prayer; reading the Letters again ; considering the state of the 
churches, and giving directions for the general epistie to them. 1767. In 
the evening, May 19, we met for prayer, and read the letters from the 


- churches. The 20th, at six o’clock in the morning, we assembled again fer 


prayer, and communicating experiences. The same day, the public meeting 
began at 10.c’clock ; brother Evans preached from Col. i. 28, and brother 
Martin from Psal. xxvi. 8. Thursciay morning, we met again for prayer, 
and about the epistle to the churches.” 
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first meetings we infer, that their intercourse included 
particularly, united worship: conference amongst the 
ministers assembled, relating to their experience during 
the past year; and consultation as to the state of the as- 
sociated churches. The materials for that consultation 
were supplied, not only by the reports of the messengers, 
but, as at present, by letters. A general Epistle was 
afterward drawn up and sent to all the churches. It 
appears, therefore, that no very material change has been 
made in the manner of conducting the Meetings of the 
Association, from the commencement of it to the present 
III. We have to state some results of this Associafion. 

1. It has certainly been very useful, in affording op- 
portunities of social and pious intercourse. Our fathers 
resorted to the place of their annual assembly with 
delight ; — returned with their spirits refreshed, and 
their zeal quickened. The interest awakened by the 
public services was extensively and deeply felt. Crowds 
flocked to attend them; and, sometimes, the throng was 
so great as to compel the preachers und their hearers to | 
quit the Meeting-house, and worship in some adjoining 
field. The glow of feeling thus induced, diffused itself 
over the wide circle which the Association embraced, and 
prepared the churches for co-operating in those enter- 
prises of benevolence and faith, which have been since: 
projected. It is, of course, impossible to state with pre- 
cision, the amount of good which has in this way flowed 
from the Association. Jt is known only to that Being 
whose “ undetstanding is infinite ;” and who traces all 
events, back, to their causes, and onward, to their 
results. | 
a2 
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2. This Association has called forth, in a printed 
form, at least one work of lasting interest and usefulness. 
In 1779, Mr. Hall, of Arnsby, preached at Northampton. 
His text was, “Cast ye up, cast ye up, remove the 
stumbling blocks.” Mr. H. was requested to publish the 
sermon. He consented; and finding the subject grow as 
he was revising the work for the press, he expanded it 
into that justly celebrated treatise, the “ Help to Zion’s 
Travellers ;” a treatise, by which the author being dead, 
yet speaks to thousands “ strong consolation.” 

Several Circular Letters, well known, and of great 
worth, written by Mr. Fuller and Mr. Robert Hall need 
not be named. 

3. Itis highly pleasing to find that our fathers in this 
Association weie active and prompt in the cause of hu- 
manity and freedom. They were amongst the first to 
move in that work of justice and love the abolition of the © 
slave trade. While the nation slumbered, they were 
awake: sympathizing with the difficulties, and in their 
humble measure, sharing in the labours of Granville 
Sharp, and Clarkson, and Wilberforce. It was in May, 
1788, that the subject first came before ‘the House of 
Commons. <A year earlier, our predecessors made this 
minute of their proceedings. ‘Agreed, that as we are 
informed of an intended application to Parliament, for an 
abolition of the Slave trade, we will use all lawful 
means for the promotion of so just and humane a de- 
sign.” In 1791, it was unanimously voted, that five 
guineas should be sent from the Association Fund, to the 
treasurer of the Society for procuring the abolition of the 
Slave trade; “that,” said our honoured fathers, “we 
may shew our hearty abhorrence of that wicked and de~ 
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testable merchandize.” Granville Sharpe, in acknow- 
ledging the receipt of that sum, says, “ the Committee 
are now more animated, if possible, than ever, against 
the iniquitous and disgraceful practices of Slave-dealers, 
and Slave-holders; and are firmly determined, (as by an 
indispensable duty to God and man) to persevere in their 
_ endeavours, by all legal neans, to effect the abolition of 
such enormities.” The same sum was transmitted, for 
the same purpose, the following year, and is thus re- 
corded ; “ voted five guineas, to be transmitted by the 
Moderator, to the Chairman of the Committee for pro- 
curing the abolition of the inhuman and ungodly trade in 
the persons of men.” | 

In a paragraph in the letter of 1789, the Ministers 
and Messengers express, in the plainest terms, their 
condemnation of those acts which have happily been 
since repealed—the Test and Corporation Acts—declar- 
ing their conviction that Protestant Dissenters ought ‘‘ no 
longer to be debarred from the full possession of those 
privileges, which ought to lie open to all good and faith- 
ful subjects.” . 

To these particulars there must be added an extract 
from the letter of 1790, written, of course, at the time of 
the i*rench Revolution. 

“The astonishing Revolution in France, and the in- 
creasing thirst among the nations after civil and religious 
Liberty, should greatly encourage us to pray, that they may 
also enjoy spiritual evangelical Liberty, or the glorious 
Liberty of the Children of God !—The revolt of the Pope's 
own Subjects in Avignion, where those Antichr'stian lPon- 
tills once resided for 7U years, from 1307, affords some 
additional encouragement to hope for the approaching 
downfal of mystical Babylon—May the ravenous Beast 


DespotisM, which has so long supported the Harlot Fatsz 
RELIGION, be shortly slain, by the well-tempered, great and 


strong sword of Jehovah !”’ 
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4. There are in connexion with the Northamptonshire 
Association, and owing their existence to it, three funds. 
The Association Fund, Mr. Trinder’s Fund, and the Pro- 
vident Fund, It no where appears from the Circular 
Letters in what year the first of these was formed. It 
is first mentioned in the letter of 1779, and in that of 


1783, its design is explained. In the year 1826, some 


alteration was made in the application of this Fund :— 


“Tt was resolved, that the whole of this Fund shall, in 
future, be applied to the assistance of Poor Churches in this 
Association; that to render this assistance as efficient as 
possible, it is recommended to every church to make a 
congregational collection, previously to the annual Associa- 
tion, and that no church shall receive any aid from this Fund 
which does not make such collection. The general and 
zealous concurrence of all the churches in this measure, will, 
no doubt, draw them into a closer union, promote the inte- 
rests of the Redeemer, and essentially increase the utility of 
the Association.” 


For an account of the purposes to’which the Fund 
was originally applied, and of the reasons for afterwards 
limiting it to one of those purposes, we must refer the 
reader to the letters of 1783 and 1826. Of late years 
the contributions to this Fund have been very few in 
number, and small in amount. At our meetings in June, 
with the exception of a trifle from Braybrook, only two 
sums were received ; twenty-five shillings from Olney and 
one pound from Kettering. It was the unanimous wish of 
the brethren, that an effort should be made to render this 
Fund efficient. | | | 

What is called Mr. Trinder’s Fund, is a Legacy, left 
in 1795, by that gentleman ; who resided at Northamp- 
ton. The amount is about 500/. stock. It is vested in 
the hands of trustees, and the proceeds are to be distri- 
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buted ‘‘ amongst the poorest and most necessitous minis- 
ters belonging to the Association for the time being; and 
in such way as the trustees, or the major part of them, 
shall think proper.” The first trustees were to be chosen 
by the Association; but, ever afterwards the trustees — 
themselves have, by Mr. Trinder’s will, the appointment 
of their successors ; with, however, these restrictions, that 
they must select for their successors, persons being mem- 
hers of, or usual attendants with, churches included in 
the Association; and one, at least, must be taken from 
the congregation, meeting in College Street, Northamp- 
ton. At our Meeting, in June, Mr. Andrews, of Olney, 
reported, that he was the sole surviving trustee; and 
kindly requested the Ministers and Messengers to nomi- 
nate six gentlemen, whose names might be inserted with 
his own in a new deed of trust. Mr. Rice, and Mr. 
Williams, of Northampton; Mr. Bass, of Olney; Mr. 
Cave, of Hackleton; and Mr. Gotch, and Mr. J. D. 


Gotch, of Kettering were nominated. 


The Provident Society was established in the year 
1813, in conformity with a proposal made by some friends 
from Northampton. Its object is, “ the relief of Ministers 
laid aside from their work, of their widows, and of their 
children.” It is fully explained, and strongly recom- 
mended, in the Circular Letter of 1815; which letter 


was written by Mr. Fuller, and was his last composition — . 


for the press. The society now possesses somewhat more 
than two thousand pounds. About half of this sum is 
secured on good mortgages, and half in the public funds. 
The rules of the Society forbid any diminution of the 
principal. The interest only is available to the claimants ; 
excepting (that under extraordinary circumstances a 
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part of theannual subscriptions and donations may be add- 
ed to the interest. There is no danger, therefore, of the be- 
nevolence of the contributors being squandered by the ex- 
travagance, or wasted by the indiscretion, of either the 
present or the future managers of this Fund. There are 
now 3 claimants, 12 honorary subscribers, 12 other sub- 
scribers who may themselves, or whose widows and child- 
ren may become claimants, and there are others waiting 
for admission. It is submitted to you, brethren, whether 
there might not be—whether there ought not to be more 
_ than twelve honorary subscribers to this institution, which 
our fathers formed with great care, and supported libe- 
rally. Suffer us to remind you that their benevolent de- 


sign will not have been accomplished, till this Society 


shall have nearly doubled its present Funds; and that 
should the number of claimants much increase, (and they 
must increase) whilst the Stock of the Society remains at 
its present amount, the relief to be afforded to those who 
have, perhaps, nothing besides on which to rely in the 
time of old age, will be very trifling. 

5. The next particular we have to mention is one of 
great imterest; and shews how God in his mysterious 
providence, is, “from seeming evil still educing good.” 
4In 1781, the Association had existed for sixteen years. 
In each year :there had been an increase in the number 
‘of the members of the churches it included. The small- 
est ‘increase in any one year was 8: the greatest, 137: 
the:average of all the years, 37. In each of the years 
1783-3-4, there was a decrease—in the first of these 
ryears of 8, in the second of 7, and in the third of 8; and 
in the letters there are mournful allusions to the low state 
of religion. This ‘seems to have, been the gloomy period 
of the Association. Of the proceedings of the meetings 
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sume time. 


held at Nottingham,.in the last of these three years, the 
following minute is preserved. 


‘Upon a motion being made to the ministers and messen - 
vers of the associate baptist churches assembled at Notting- 
ham, 7 at meetings for prayer, to bewail the low estate 
of religion, and earnestly implore a revival of our churches, 
and of the general cause of our Redeemer, and for that end 
to wrestle with God for the effusion of his Holy Spirit, which 
alone can produce the blessed effect, it was unanimously re- 
solved, to recommend to all our churches and congregations 
the spending of one hour in this important exercise, on the 


Jirst Monday in every calendar month. 


‘‘We hereby solemnly exhort all the churches in our con- 
nection, to engage heartily and perseveringly in the prose- 
cution of this plan. And as it may be well to endeavour to 
keep the same hour, asa token of our unity herein, it is sup- 
posed the following scheme may suit many congregations 
viz. to meet on the first Monday evening in May, June, and 
July, from 8 to 9. In Aug.from7 to 8. Sept. and Oct, from 
6 to 7. Nov, Dec. Jan. and Feb. from 5 to 6. March from 
6 to 7; and April from 7 to 8.—Nevertheless, if this hour, 
or even the particular evening, should not suit in particular 
places, we wish our brethren to fix on one more convenient 
to themselves. 

‘We hope also, that as many of our brethren who hive at 
a distance from our places of worship may not be able to at- 
tend there, that as many as are conveniently situated in a 
village or neighbourhoed, will unite in small socveties at the 

And if any single individual should be so situa- 
ted as not to be able to attend to this duty in society with 
others, let him retire at the appointed hour, to unite the 
breath of prayer in private with those who are thus engaged 
in a more public manner.—The grand object in prayer is to 


be, that the Holy Spirit may be poured down on our minis- 


ters and churches, that sinners may be converted, the saints 
edified, the interest of religion revived, and the name of God 
glorified. At the same time remember, we trust you will 
not confine your requests to your own societies, or to our 
own immediate connection; let the whole interest of the Re- 
deemer be affectionately remembered, and the spread of the 
gospel to the most distant parts of the globe be the object of 
your most fervent requests.—We shall rejoice if any other 
christian societies of our own or other denominations will 
unite with us, and do now invite them most cordially to join 
heart and hand in the attempt. B 
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‘Who can tell what the consequence of such an united 
effort may be! Let us plead with God the many gracious 
promises of his word, which relate tothe future success of his 
“aap He has said, J will yet for this be enquired of by the 

ouse of Israel, to doit for them, I will increase them with 
men like a k, Ezex. xxxvi. 37.. Surely we have love 
enough to Zion to set apart one Aour at a time, twelve times 
in a year to seek her welfare.”’ 


This resolution is remarkably interesting, as contain- 
ing the germ of those Monthly Missionary Prayer Meet- 
ings which have since become universal—as originating 
in circumstances peculiarly discouraging—and further, 
because it is not difficult to trace a connexion between it 
and those Missionary institutions, which have since, 
through the blessing of God who hears prayer, started 
into life and activity. “ Behold how great a matter a 
little fire kindleth.” This leads us to notice 

Lastly, Zhe connexion of this Association with the 
Baptist Mission. 


The letters from the churches the year after the 


above resolution was passed, were yet more gloomy than 
those of the three preceding years; shewing a decrease 
in the number of members to the amount of 14. In that 
year, Mr. Fuller's excellent letter on “the causes of re- 
ligious declension in religion, with the means of revival” 
was published. In the few sentences appended to it by 
way of preface, the writer says, “ though as to the num- 
ber of members there is no increase this year, but some- 
thing to the contrary; yet a spirit of prayer being in 
some measure poured out, more than balances in our ac- 
count for this defect.” From this time onward, there is 
a considerable increase, amounting in the next five years 
to 260. In several of the subsequent letters, there are 
expressions of a determination to persevere in the 
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monthly meetings, and exhortations to the churches to 
observe them; and at length, eleven years after the 
passing of the resolution at Nottingham, we find this 
minute appended to the Circular Letter of 1792:— 


‘Resolved, that a plan be prepared, a, “eet the next 
minister's meeting at Kettering, for forming a Baptist Society 
for propagating the gospel among the heathens. Brother 
Carey generously engaged to devote all the profits that may 
arise from his late publication on this interesting subject, to 


the use of such a Society.”’ 


The Association, some particulars of the history of 
which have been detailed, has reached the age of three 
score years and ten; and during the lapse of those years 
it has been honoured by the names of not a few of the 
excellent of the earth, who now “rest from their labours,” 
The senior Ryland and Hall, and their sons, and Carey, 
and Fuller, and Sutcliffe; and of later date, Mack, and 
John Hall, were men whose praise is in all our churches ; 
and we might fill the page with other names, not perhaps 
of equal notoriety, but as far as they were known, equally 
dear tomemory. You, brethren, who have often associ- 
ciated with at least some of those venerated men, 
especially at their annual meetings, will find a crowd of 
pensive recollections awakened by these allusions to the 
departed. But be cheered by the assurance that they 
are not lost. They are waiting for you on the other side 
of the river of death. Wrthout you they cannot be 
made perfect. ‘ Wherefore, seeing we are compassed 
about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside 
every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, 
and let us run with patience the race that is set before 


us, looking unto Jesus.” 
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| Place of Meeting. 


Date. 


Passe. 


| Dec 


Northampton . 
Sheepshead .. 
Kettering .... 


Kettering 


Kettering .... 
Olmey ....... 
Northampton 
|Kettering .... 
Olney 
Leicester. .... 
Northampton 
Kettering... .. 


1773 


jLeicester..... 
Northampton 
Carlton 
Ketter 
st. Albans.... 
Nottingham .. 
Oakham ..... 
Northampton 


.|1779 


. . 1782 


. |1788 


S 11789 


Nottingham . 
Northampton 
Sheepshead .. 
Kettering .... 
St. Albans.... 


.|1792 
./1793 


... L799 
. L800 
1801} 101! 


1765, 


1766 
1767 


1769 
1770 
1771 
1772 


1774 
1775 
1776. 


1778 
1780 


1783. 
1784 
1785 
1786 


1787 


1790: 
1791 


1794 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1798 


1802 


1768} 
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1803] 36 
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1804 


Churches added to the Association. 


Ketteri 


Northampton. Carlton 1793. 
Nottingham, 1 
 FRoad. 


Leicester, 1819. 
Sutton Ashfield, 1834. 
Sutton in the Elms, 1834. 


Oakham. 


Soham, 1806. Spalding, 1813. 


Clipston. 


Codnor, afierwards Loscoc, 1834. Guils- 
borvugh, 1832. 


Gretton. Myulten. Thorn, afterwards| 
| Dunstable, 1836. 


Braunston. 


Burton on Trent, 1834. 


(Carried up 


i In the last column the names of some towns and villages have dates appended to 
|| them. The dates signify the time when those places ceased to belong to the Associa- 


Foxton, Walgrave, 
1834. , Bi 


Sheepshead, 1834. 
St. Albans, 1827. 


ik | | 
| 
19 5 13 
= 50 27 2) 21 
ik | 57 12 3 rH 
| 177 6 
48 20 13; 14 
73, 19 10) 41) | 
a4 42 om 4) 8 
Bae 6¢ 37 
at 6; 13 29 14; 17 
59} 3 24 14} 23 
75} 20 13 6) 33) 
7 13} 33 
5¢ 18] 17 
17 
24 7 
31] 2 
14 l 
72; 6! 52 
Leicester. .... 31; 5) 44 
11¢ 27) 12) 82 
9 46 17} 31 
|Oakham..... 101 391 141 17] 38 
| 73 33} 4) 13) 31 
| | 88 37, 
BS 39} 14; 22; 2) i 
126 39} 75 
jLeicester..... 122 36, 2) 16) 76 
Olney .... 33, 4/50] 11 
|} 40 7/17] 1 
Wakham . 33 10 21 | 
4 55, 10) 22] 8 | 
| 49 12) 27 44 
| 32 730) | € 
28431182 77}1092 32387 


Place of Meeting. | Date. = | Churches ad.ed to the Association. 

Brought uj (77 |1092/247'527| 1323/87 
Dunstable . {1805 116) 11) 3 Luton, 1629. Swanwick, 1834. 

6 Bugbrook. Ivinghoe, 1813. | 

Spalding .....|1807] 119} 9 7 Collingham, 1834. 
Olney .......|1808] 144) 21) 4] 31 Braybrook. Fenny Stratford, 1891, q 
Nottingham .. 1809] 101; 6) 9] 42 
Luton ....... 1810] 122) 10) 4 | Newark upon Trent, 1834. 
Oakham ...../I1811] 183) 8113 
Northampton . 1812] 101 17| 4 
Kettering ... |1813] 159) 16) 5} Southwell, 1834. Blaby. 
Leicester..... 1814] 112) 15) 4 
1815] 185) 24) 8 
Nottingham . ./1816] 137| 10) 5 Derby, 1834. Loughborough, 1834. 
1E17] 165, 12) 7 Hackleton. 
Loughborough |i818} 160; 18) 9 Lincoln. 


Dunstable ....|1819] 153° 23/12 
Northampton . 1820] 134 5/10 
Kettering .. . 1821] 125 13) 3 


Derby ....... 1822] 115 913 
Olney ....... 1823] 101 4! 4 
Nottingham . ./1824] 146 11/10 Aldwinkle. Boston. 
1825] 108 16) 9 


Blisworth. 
Appleby, 1834. | 
Sution on Trent, 1834. 


Stoney Strat 


Kettering .. . .\1826] 113, 22) 7 
Guilsborough |1827] 162, 30/13 
Stony. Stratford 1828] 235 2424 
1829} 221 34 6 
Dunstable ... .|1830] 187) 13 4 


Lincoln ...... 1831] 113 17 2 

Oakham ..... 1832] 145 27 5 

Northampton .|1833 204 18 7 Little Bringtos. 
Olney 1834 141; 29 

Kettering ....|1835] 81) 9 5 Long Buckby 


Total of 70 Years | 7277 966 


tion. In some cases the churches probably considered themselves as withdrawn, be- 
fore the Association was apprized of their withdrawment, and in those cases it is, of 
course, difficult to determine what dates should be given. It is believed, however, 
those now printed are not far from correct. 

Extract from the letter of 1789. ‘The whole number of communicants in the 
22 churches is 1527.” This gives 69 as the average number of members to a church. 
In 1797 “‘ the number of communicants in 21 churches was 1680,” giving an average 
of 80. In 1815 the number of churches was 31; of members, 2505; the average, 81. 
In 1825 the numbers were, of churches 36, of members 3046; giving an average of 84. 
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MINUTES. 


Tuesday evening, half past six o'clock. After singing 
_ Mr. Tunley prayed, Mr. Robinehe was chosen Moderator. 
“The letters from the churches were read, and the Moderator 
closed the service with prayer. The Ministers and Messen - 
gers then retired for the transaction of business. It was 
agreed to proceed at once to the consideration of the future 
constitution of the Association. After some discussion 
Messrs. Gray, Gotch, Cave, James, Andrews, Jayne, and 
Robinson were appointed a Committee to draw up a report 
on the subject, and present it the following morning. 

Wednesday morning, seven o'clock. Met for prayer. 
The brethren Evans, Bau h, Parkins and Blackburn took 
part inthe service. Half past ten. Mr Gough read Phil. 
' n.and prayed. Mr. Craps preached ; text Ps. liv, part of 
28th verse. Strengthen O God, that which thou hast 
wrought for us. A short account of the history of the Asso- 
ciation was then read by Mr. Robinson, and Mr. Toller 
concluded the service with prayer. | 

r dinner. Some account of the Provident Fund was 
given by the treasurer, who announced that the stock of the 
Society had been increased by a generous bequest of 100V. 
made by the late Mrs. Graves of Nottingham, and paid dur- 
ing the past year by the executors of that lady. A letter 
was vad trots the London Building Fund, and it was resolved 
that a committee be appointed to consider the propriety of 
forming a building fund in connexion with our own Associa- 
tion—the committee to consist of the brethren who formed 
the committee appointed on Tuesday. The main object is 
the removal of the necessity for personal application. A 
letter was also read from the Baptist Union. 

Evening, half past six. After the reading of the Scrip- 
tures and prayer by Mr. Knowles, Mr. Gray preached from 
Titus ii. 13. An appeal was made on behalf of the Provi- 
dent Fund by the treasurer. Mr. Hinmeis concluded the 
service. £8 1s. 5d. was collected for the Provident 
Society. 

The Ministers and Messengers met again for business. 
Resolved unanimously, that the Association expresses its 
cordial thanks to Mr. Lomax, of Nottingham, for his long 
and solicitous attention to its interests, and deeply regrets 
the loss of his services as treasurer. 
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_ An affectionate letter was received from the Church at 
Dunstable and [loughton Regis, signifying its reluctant but 
(as it appeared ) necessary withdrawment from the Associa- 
tion, and it was determined to send the following resolution 
. to that Church: that it isthe wish of this Association, that if 
there be no other Association with which the Church at 
Dunstable and Houghton Regis can more conveniently 
unite, it will, considering the facility of communication, 
continue , be connected with the Northamptonshire Asso- 
ciation. 

Thursday morning, eight o'clock. The church at Long 
Buckby was ballotted for and admitted into the Association. 

The next Association to be held at Clipston: the brethren 
Parkins and James to preach inthe morning. The circular 
letter to be written by Mr. Craps: subject, the obligation 
and the a mode of imparting religious instruction in 
families. 

Resolved, that for the ensuing year Mr. Gotch be the 
treasurer and Mr. Robinson the secretary of the Association, 
and that a month before the next meeting the secretary 
write to ” the churches respecting the Association Fund. 


The following are the REGULATIONS drawn up by the 


committee, and adopted by the Ministers and Messengers, 
for the future guidance of the Association. 


Resolved, that this Association recognizes the friendly 
withdrawment of several of the churches in Leicestershire, 
Nottinghamshire, and the more distant Counties, with the 
expressed intention of forming local Associations; and hopes 
that the measures they may adopt will be conducive to the 
prosperity of their several Churches, and to the more effec- 
tual spread of religion in their respective neighbourhoods. 

That though we are happy in continuing our connexion 
with every Church now in the Association, yet having expe- 
rienced the inconvenience of a very widely extended society, 
itis thought expedient, that this Association should in future 
comprize the Baptist Churches in Northamptonshire and 
its vicinity. 

That every application for admission to this Association 
shall be taken into consideration at the Annual Meeting, 
and determined by ballot of the Ministers and Messengers 
then present. 

It was also resolved, that in order to render the Associa- 
tion more efficient, it be warmly recommended to all the | 
churches to make an annual collection for the association fund. 
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Tu 
ock,.at. Whic 
‘shall be read to the Ministers and Messengers, gee a 
other general business transacted as the time may allow. 
“’That a Meeting for prayer be held, as at, resent early 
on Wednesday Morning. 
rooThat public sétvice, commence>at lishepast. ten. hock. 
Serma@ps:to*be preaghed; ‘one of the. ‘preachers to .be 
taken in rotation, andighe chosen by. therAssociation. 
That a Public Meeting be held at threé o'clock, for 
reading the Letters from the Churches, at,.whych meeting a 
short address shall be by by 
Association. 
That.a-public service be held. at half past Sermon 
es be preached, the preacher to be appointed RY the C 
where the rAssociationsassembles.. 
‘That immediatelyafter the public service, bp 
Fund shall be divided, and the remaining b 


| 
te ‘time: “of holding: the “A 
that. instead .of three’, days,, the 
— not be extended beyondg:one day and part of another, 
It was'therefore resolved, the first Meeting should 


ay in the. Whitgun-week, 


* | 


should be 


meetungs 


urch, 


ness of the 


to, and the mapling closedwitn prayer 


ae? 


Slale of the Churches sin since the last hicotiasion| 
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